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incorruptible sincerity, " broad as the charity of Almighty God,
narrow as His righteousness," he was ready to follow truth
wherever and to whatever of loss and suffering she might lead;
and for him a joyous acceptance of that leadership meant life as
an exile for conscience sake in Holland, where, breathing an
atmosphere impregnated with the theological teaching of James
Arminius,, and the doctrine of toleration taught by the celebrated
Dutch lawyer and statesman Grotius, he learnt in pain the truth
that Helwise and Busher and their friends were to teach.
Another Episcopalian, Roger Williams, infected with the " dingy
meeting-house " doctrines, embarked for America in 1630, there
founded the first Baptist Church in 1639, and was the first
legislator who provided for free and absolute liberty of conscience.
Dr. Gardiner, speaking of another hero of freedom, John Milton,
says " his love of liberty was a high intellectual persuasion, not
like that of Roger Williams which sprang from Biblical study
undertaken under stress of persecution."* Hugh Peters succeeded
Roger Williams as pastor of the church in Rhode Island, but
corning back to this country in the time of civil war he became
an army chaplain. He was a man entirely after the heart of that
great Independent and stern warrior for liberty, Oliver Cromwell.
He loved freedom "from the kindliness of a man of genial temper
to whom a minute theological study j\ras repulsive, and who,
without disguising his own opinions, preferrea goodness of heart
to rigidity of doctrine." "Truly it wounds my soul," he said,
" when I think Ireland would perish, and England continue her
misery through the disagreement of ten or twenty learned men.
. . . Could we but conquer each other's spirit, we should soon
befool the devil and his instruments; to which end I could wish
we that are ministers might pray together, eat and drink together,
because, if I mistake not, estrangement hath boiled us up to
jealousy and hatred."2 Those were heroes who, like William
Sawtry, Sir James Bainham, Richard Woodman, Anne Askew,
Joan Boucher, Benjamin Hewling, and Elizabeth Gaunt, could die
and never yield, suffer but not flinch from their faithfulness; fight
for ideas and impossibilities, but not dull the keen edge of their
enthusiasm, or dim the brightness of their hope. They were
possessed of that "intrinsic conviction" described by John Morley
as " the mainstay of human advancement," and like Bunyan were
ready to reply to the judge who threatened hanging if they con-
tinued preaching, " If I were out of prison to-day, I should preach
to-morrow by the help of God." Consequences I they cared not
a jot for those that reached themselves so long as they were true

1 Dr. Gardiner, ii., p. 301.